
a kn i fe  sharpen ing  s tone
b lank  Wh i t t l i n ’  Ch ip  cards  (ava i lab le  a t  you r  Scout  shop)
P r in touts  fo r  the  Pocketkn i fe  safety  qu iz   and  a  copy  of  the
answers
Mater ia l s  fo r  fake  pocketkn i ves  
Wood o r  soap fo r  carv ing
i f  you  a re  carv ing  indoors ,  you  m ight  want  to  have  some drop
c lo ths  to  put  under  the  Scouts  wh i le  they  carve .

Jackkn i fe  –  Th i s  t ype  of  kn i fe  on l y  has  a  h inge  on  one  end .
Usua l l y  these  have  one  b lade on  the  h inge ,  o r  somet imes  two.
Penkn i fe  –  A  penkn i fe  has  h inges  a t  both  ends  and  t yp ica l l y
has  one  o r  two b lades  on  each  h inge .
Mu l t ipu rpose  Kn i fe  –  These  kn i ves  usua l l y  have  h inges  a t  both
ends  and a l l  so r t s  o f  gadgets .  They  can  have  severa l  b lades ,
sc i s so r s ,  can  opener ,  punch ,  sc rewdr i ve r ,  and  more .

Preparat ion

Each  Scout  w i l l  need a  pocketkn i fe  and  e i the r  a  b lock  o f  wood o r
a  bar  o f  soap to  carve .  The  pocketkn i ves  shou ld  be  he ld  by  the
leader  un t i l  they  a re  ready  to  use  them.  You  w i l l  a l so  need

Gather ing  Act iv i ty

Make fake  pocketkn i ves .  There  i s  a l so  a  ve ry  shor t  qu iz  i n  the
Bear  Den  Leader ’ s  Gu ide  wh ich  you  can  have  them take .

Act iv i t ies

Adventu re  requ i rement  1 :  Learn  about  th ree  common des igns  o f
pocketkn i ves .
Show the  Bears  the  d i f fe rent  t ypes  o f  pocketkn i ves .  These  a re

The  Bear  handbook  shows  p ic tu res  o f  each  t ype  of  kn i fe ,  but  i t
wou ld  be  even  bet te r  i f  you  can  have  each  t ype  on  hand at  the
meet ing  fo r  them to  look  a t .
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A kn i fe  i s  not  a  toy .
Keep your  kn i fe  in  good cond i t ion ,  i nc lud ing  keep ing  i t  c lean
and sharp .
Use  p roper  techn ique  when  open ing ,  c los ing ,  and  carv ing  w i th
the  kn i fe .
Be aware  of  those  a round you .  Don ’ t  use  your  kn i fe  i f  somebody
e l se  i s  i n  you r  safety  c i rc le .  (AKA “b lood c i rc le ”  ฀  )

Know how to  safe l y  hand a  kn i fe  to  another  person .
On ly  use  your  kn i fe  in  the  appropr ia te  p laces  and  on
appropr ia te  i tems .

Adventu re  requ i rement  2 :  Learn  kn i fe  safety  and  earn  your
Wh i t t l i ng  Ch ip .

Sta r t  by  rev iewing  the  safety  ru les  l i s ted  in  the  Bear  handbook .
Key  po in t s  i nc lude :

They  can  p ract ice  some of  these  w i th  the i r  fake  kn i ves .
Show them how to  sharpen  a  kn i fe .
Then  they  shou ld  a l l  rec i te  the  Pocketkn i fe  P ledge ,  wh ich  i s  i n  the
Bear  handbook .
To  emphas ize  what  they  learned ,  you  can  have  them take  the
Pocketkn i fe  Safety  Qu iz  .  Rev iew any  incor rect  answers .
(Pocketkn i fe  Safety  Qu iz  Answers  )
G ive  them each  a  Wh i t t l i n ’  Ch ip  card .
F ina l l y ,  have  them make  a  soap carv ing  fo r  ha l f  o f  Requ i rement  3
Adventu re  requ i rement  3 .  Us ing  a  pocketkn i fe ,  carve  two i tems .

Wrap Up

Remember  to  t ie  i n  you r  act i v i t ies  i n  th i s  Bear  C laws  den  meet ing
p lan  w i th  the  Scout  Law.
A  Scout  i s  Obed ient .  Ru les  he lp  keep us  safe .  Remind  them to
fo l low the  ru les  to  p revent  i n ju r y  to  themse l ves  o r  o ther  peop le .
A  Scout  i s  T rus twor thy .  Hav ing  a  pocket  kn i fe  i s  a  b ig
respons ib i l i t y .  By  us ing  the  kn i fe  in  an  appropr ia te  manner ,  they
demonst ra te  that  they  can  be  t rus ted  to  own a  kn i fe .
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