ORIENTEERING SCAVENGER HUNT
https://scoutermom.com/21794/orienteering-scavenger-hunt/

Materials
Small pieces of paper
Pencil
one treasure for each person
Compasses

Preparation
Set up an orienteering course. Set it up in an area where
you can see the whole course, so that you can keep an eye
on all of the teams.

For beginners, the easiest way is to have a starting point
and then find a landmark (tree, telephone post, rock, etc).
Find the direction of the landmark and write a clue down.

You can make the clue specific:
“Go on a heading of 135 degrees to the large tree”

or make the clue more puzzle-like
“I stand tall above all others and I wear a leafy crown. Find
me at a heading of 135 degrees”

You can give paces instead; although you will have to have
them determine their pace length since the length of their
strides will vary a lot from one child to another. Using paces
might be better for those already familiar with a compass
and have a little orienteering experience.
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https://scoutermom.com/21794/orienteering-scavenger-hunt/

Preparation (continued)

Leave your first clue at the starting point. Then go to the
place you described in the clue and look around for your
next destination. Write a clue for that destination; leave it
where you are standing and move on to continue writing
clues.

If you have multiple teams, have them all end up in the same
place. Leave the “treasure” there for them to find. This can
be something like a little piece of candy, a pencil, a coin,
etc.

Instructions

1. Explain the boundaries of the scavenger hunt. They
should understand that they are not supposed to cross a
street, go into people’s yards, etc.
2. Go to the starting point and give the group their first
clue. Give each group at least one compass and let them
familiarize themselves with it. (Groups should be at least
two Scouts, but can be more.)
3. If you haven’t done so already, give them instructions on
how to use the compass.
4. If they head off in the wrong direction, let them go as
long as they are staying in the boundaries. They will
figure it out eventually, so give them time. Only give help
if they really don’t understand how to use the compass.
5. They should all end up at the destination where the
treasure is.
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