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Smal l  p ieces  o f  paper

Penc i l

one  t reasu re  fo r  each  person

Compasses

Mater ia ls

Preparat ion

Set  up  an  o r ien teer ing  course .  Set  i t  up  in  an  a rea  where

you  can  see  the  who le  course ,  so  that  you  can  keep an  eye

on  a l l  o f  the  teams .

For  beg inners ,  the  eas ies t  way  i s  to  have  a  s ta r t ing  po in t

and then  f ind  a  landmark  ( t ree ,  te lephone pos t ,  rock ,  e tc ) .

F ind  the  d i rect ion  of  the  landmark  and  wr i te  a  c lue  down.

 You  can  make  the  c lue  spec i f ic :

“Go on  a  head ing  of  135  degrees  to  the  la rge  t ree”

o r  make  the  c lue  more  puzz le- l i ke

“ I  s tand  ta l l  above  a l l  o thers  and  I  wear  a  leafy  c rown.  F ind

me at  a  head ing  of  135  degrees”

You  can  g i ve  paces  ins tead;  a l though  you  w i l l  have  to  have

them dete rmine  the i r  pace  length  s ince  the  length  of  the i r

s t r ides  w i l l  va ry  a  lo t  f rom one  ch i ld  to  another .  Us ing  paces

might  be  bet te r  fo r  those  a l ready  fami l ia r  w i th  a  compass

and have  a  l i t t le  o r ien teer ing  exper ience .
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Exp la in  the  boundar ies  o f  the  scavenger  hunt .  They

shou ld  unders tand that  they  a re  not  supposed to  c ross  a

s t reet ,  go  in to  peop le ’ s  ya rds ,  e tc .

Go to  the  s ta r t ing  po in t  and  g i ve  the  g roup the i r  f i r s t

c lue .  G ive  each  g roup at  leas t  one  compass  and  le t  them

fami l ia r i ze  themse l ves  w i th  i t .  (Groups  shou ld  be  at  leas t

two Scouts ,  but  can  be  more . )

I f  you  haven ’ t  done  so  a l ready ,  g i ve  them ins t ruct ions  on

how to  use  the  compass .

I f  they  head of f  i n  the  wrong d i rect ion ,  le t  them go as

long  as  they  a re  s tay ing  in  the  boundar ies .  They  w i l l

f igu re  i t  ou t  eventua l l y ,  so  g i ve  them t ime.  On ly  g i ve  he lp

i f  they  rea l l y  don ’ t  unders tand how to  use  the  compass .

They  shou ld  a l l  end  up  at  the  des t inat ion  where  the

t reasu re  i s .

Preparat ion  (cont inued)

Leave  your  f i r s t  c lue  at  the  s ta r t ing  po in t .  Then  go  to  the

p lace  you  descr ibed in  the  c lue  and look  a round fo r  you r

next  des t inat ion .  Wr i te  a  c lue  fo r  that  des t inat ion ;  leave  i t

where  you  a re  s tand ing  and move  on  to  cont inue  wr i t i ng

c lues .

I f  you  have  mu l t ip le  teams ,  have  them a l l  end  up  in  the  same

p lace .  Leave  the  “ t reasu re”  the re  fo r  them to  f ind .  Th i s  can

be someth ing  l i ke  a  l i t t le  p iece  of  candy ,  a  penc i l ,  a  co in ,

e tc .
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