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As  we express  ou r  g rat i tude ,  we must  never  fo rget  that  the

h ighes t  apprec ia t ion  i s  not  to  u t te r  words ,  but  to  l i ve  by  them.

As  Scouts  BSA we shou ld  remember  th i s  eve ry  t ime we say  the

Scout  Oath  and Scout  Law.  These  shou ld  not  j us t  be  words  we

say  a t  each  meet ing  w i thout  th ink ing .  I n s tead ,  when  we are

fac ing  a  dec i s ion  about  how to  hand le  a  s i tuat ion  o r  a  cha l lenge ,

we shou ld  th ink  o f  the  Scout  Oath  and Scout  Law po in t  by  po in t .

We shou ld  cons ider  how these  app ly  to  the  s i tuat ion  we are

t r y ing  to  dea l  w i th .  What  does  i t  mean to  be  “ t rus twor thy ”  o r

“ loya l ”?  Wh ich  opt ion  shou ld  I  choose  i f  I  want  to  “he lp  o ther

peop le  a t  a l l  t imes”?  How wi l l  my  act ions  re f lect  that  “ I  w i l l  do

my  bes t ”?

And then  in  rea l l y  l i v i ng  these  words ,  we w i l l  show our

apprec ia t ion  and  g rat i tude  to  those  who have  l i ved  them before

us  and  to  the  idea l s  they  s tood fo r .  We w i l l  no t  be  mere l y  pay ing

l ip  se rv ice  to  those  who have  passed  on  these  lo f t y  s tandards ,

but  w i l l  be  showing  t rue  thankfu lness .
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